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Donations needed for poorer 
schools 
 
by Carol Peck - Nov. 16, 2008 12:00 AM
Special for The Republic 
 
You probably don't turn to this column for 
investment advice, but I have a tip you won't 
want to miss. While stocks are plunging and 
banks are shaky, there is at least one safe 
place to invest a little of your money: our 
schools. 
 
If you make a donation to a public school 
through the Arizona Extracurricular Tax 
Credit, the state will pay you back dollar for 
dollar up to $200 for an individual or $400 
for a couple when you file your taxes. By law, 
these funds are used for extracurricular 
activities like after-school tutoring, arts, 
sports or enrichment programs. 
 
While the economy has many of us 
tightening our belts, schools are facing 
similar budget crunches. This year more 
than ever, your tax-credit donation will make 
a significant difference for Arizona students.  
 
Even in the best economic years, most tax-
credit donations come from middle- and 
upper-income families to benefit the schools 
in their own neighborhoods. Schools in low-
income communities miss out on funding 
because their families can't afford to give. 
But you can change that by directing your 

contribution to a school that needs it the 
most. 

That is what families at Phoenix Country Day 
School are doing through a pilot program 
that's bringing a community together. 
Administrators at this independent school in 
Paradise Valley teamed with the neighboring 
Balsz and Creighton elementary school 
districts to select two high-need schools for 
PCDS parents to help. 

"Many of our families already contribute 
tax-credit dollars to a scholarship fund," 
said Head of School Geoff Campbell. "This 
year we're also encouraging them to make a 
public-school tax credit donation to Griffith 
Elementary or Larry C. Kennedy schools."

"We appreciate the support from PCDS 
families," said Sean Hannafin, Kennedy 
principal. "This partnership will help us 
provide after-school math tutoring and 
enrichment for our students."

I applaud PCDS for taking this generous step 
and hope that other private schools will take 
the same challenge. You can also help a 
worthy school with your tax-credit donation. 
Visit www.rodelaz.org for a donation form 
and a list of schools that would appreciate 
your contribution. Act now. The deadline to 
qualify for this year's tax credit is Dec. 31.

Carol Peck is president and CEO of the 
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Rodel Foundation of Arizona. Her columns 
appear every other Sunday. Post your 
questions and comments on her blog at 
azcentral.com/ members/Blog/DrPeck or 
send them to rodel@rodelfoundations.org. 
Visit the Rodel Foundation-AZ website at 
www.rodelaz.org. 
 


